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Green backlash hits White House 
Anger over environment worries some 
Republicans 

By Mimi Hall 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Environmentalists are airing radio ads attacking President 
Bush s policies. Democrats in Congress are planning anti-Bush rallies on 
Earth Day later this month. Prominent leaders and scientific thinkers from 
Jimmy Carter to Stephen Hawking are urging Bush to address qlobal 
warming. 


Even late-night talk-show hosts, whose ability to influence public opinion is 
not lost on politicians, are getting into the act. "President Bush now is 
defending his weakening of his environmental policy," NBC Tonight Show 
host Jay Leno said recently in his opening monologue. "He spoke very 

casually about it today while eating a dolphin sandwich off of his new ivorv 
desk." 1 


But at the White House, the attacks are no laughing matter. 


After a series of recent decisions on the environment that have sparked 
outrage worldwide, criticism is flowing in - and it's not just coming from 
Democrats and environmentalists. Some Republican lawmakers are 
concerned that Bush's decisions could jeopardize the GOP's slim control of 
Congress in next year's elections. 


As a result, frustrated Bush aides are struggling to find ways to resuscitate 
the president's image. 

On Earth Day, April 22, Bush will be in Canada at the Summit of the 
Americas. So aides plan to send him on the road before then to address his 
plans to improve the environment. 

In coming weeks, "the president will be talking more about how he intends 
to improve the air we breathe and the water we drink," spokesman Dan 
Bartlett says. 
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Some Republicans want Bush to act fast to stem the criticism. 

"I would hope they're burning the midnight oil trying to figure out how to 
recoup from the short-term damage they’ve suffered," says Rep. Sherwood 
Boehlert, R-N.Y., a leading environmentalist in Congress. "If they don't do 
something, they’re going to be hurting." 

Each of Bush s decisions, on issues ranging from arsenic in drinking water to 
carbon-dioxide emissions, has angered environmentalists. Taken together 
they have stunned and invigorated Bush's critics. 
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I ve been around a long time, and even though I disagree with people 
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What he has done is absolutely unbelievable." 

Reid is among 14 Democratic senators who signed a letter to Bush 
cnhcizmg his decision to walk away from the Kyoto Protocol a qlobal treatv 
to reduce greenhouses gases. And 57 House Democrats have sent a letted 
ask,ng h,m to reconsider his decision not to force reductionsIn“rbon- 
dioxide emissions from power plants. 

Bush has argued that his decisions are good for the economy He has said 

hi rnn o Uirm9 P a ? tS t0 hmit carbon "dioxide emissions, for example would 
be too expensive for the plants and would lead to higher prices for # 
consumers during a growing energy crisis. P 

But Bush has had a hard time selling that position, and his aides are 
ignored' 09 frUStratl0n that his Pro-environment decisions have been 

One example. Bush decided not to repeal Clinton's creation of 19 additional 

s"ys a Sl9nl " CantdeCiSi ° n ‘ hat 

fv a ^' ve 7 e gr0up of scientists and world leaders called on the 
president to develop a plan to reduce production of greenhouse gases In 

Hawking ' the letter was si gned by former Soviet 
if ? ^ Ikhai Gorbachev / retired TV anchor Walter Cronkite and 
philanthropist George Soros, among others. 

analys ^ s are warnin g tha t Bush has left himself and 
h k S lawmakers in Congress vulnerable to charges that the GOP is 

Hudson^?? bUSineS . S ' MarSha " Wittmann ' a c onse 9 rvative analyst the 
in the ?nnf JilrK says G0P candidate s could pay a price for Bush's actions 
_.. tbe 2g ° 2 e, ections. Democrats lost Congress in 1994 after President 
Qinton became mired in issues ranging from tax increases and health-care 
reform to gays in the military. e 

H ° USe '. ,shoul , d be concerned about the environment as a symbol 
wo?ried ahnnr an ' SSue ' Witt f mann says. "That's what Bush has to be ' 
interests " l "" ^ 101396 ° f b6in9 dominated by corporate special 

ST^r a,iStS are gearin g up to make that point. The 650,000-member 
Sierra Club is running radio ads in nine states to attack Bush's 

environmental rollbacks. The ads also are intended to put pressure on 
Republican members of Congress. 

There's no question that the environment could seriously undermine Bush 

D^el S nn 6rS keV StateS '" SayS the C,Ub ' S PoSrr, 

Daniel Weiss, now an environmental consultant. "There's no question that 

rhaFc Pai ° tm ? hisparty with an anti-environment brush. Whether or not 
that s going to cripple them 18 months from now (in the 2002 elections} is a 
little premature. But first impressions are hard to shake." j ,s a 
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Recommends U.S. Open Land to Drilling 


WASHINGTON 
include releasing 


v^mimnnl b V the U.S. Department of Interior for boosting energy production 

“ millions of acres of federal wilderness land for development, USA Today reported on Thursday. 
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i a nnino btain ! d by , USA Today ,' are part of a re P ort bein 9 prepared for a Bush administration task force 
'oping a national energy policy, the newspaper said. 
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proposals recommend that the administration push Congress to decide how much of the 17 million acres 
erness study areas would remain protected and how much would be opened for oil and gas drilling, USA 
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recommendations, the administration would speed up applications for construction of a natural gas 
gas from Alaska s North Slope, according to the report. 

mendations also urge modification of Forest Service land-use plans that restrict energy development, the 


aals also have proposed consolidating power over energy exploration decision on federal land within 
id the Bureau of Land Management. 


'’y t plans SeCretary Gale Norton declined t0 comment on the recommendations before the administration 


mature for me to talk about any specific proposals," she told the newspaper. 

gy policy goals of President Bush Norton said in a speech on Wednesday that the U.S. must take a hard 
ironmentaNsts inSlde A 3Ska S ArCtiC National Wildlife Reserve (ANWR), which has been vehemently 
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heboid an audience of oil and gas executives at the Mineral Management Service's annual awards 
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